Robin’s class- Recep{ion *
) Newsletter &

Tales From {he HarvesJ(

Dear Paremts or Carers,

We holpe You had a /ove/y summer. Mrs Johnson and | are so lo/eased to welcome our new /eecelmtion children into
Robins class and begin their school Journey. The children are all so keen to ge* started which is so /ove/_cj fo see, and
we are excited for the year ahead.

This term, our theme is “Tales from the Harvest" The children will be /earning about farming, the changing seasons,
and harvest celebrations Hwough stories, songs, art and Iu/enfy of hands-on activities. We will exp/ore how farming
sha/ves our lives and encourage curiosh‘_tj about the world around us. Recep?‘ion /earning is built around Ip/ay—basea/
ex/o/omfion. This allows children fo follow their inferests while deve/olning /eey ear/_l/ skills in communication, social

interaction, and ina/elpena’ence.

As You will see, your child has brougH home a number of items to share with You on a dai/y basis fo su/plbor* their )Z-
/earning. This letter will exla/ain what we do in school and how You can he//a at home with a a/ai/_(j reading routine.

As you may have seen your child will have a reading book and a reading diary‘ We ask you fo share the books with
your child and listen to them souna’ing out and reading the words. In Robins class we start our reading Journey with
lilac Picvture books that you will find in your book bag. These are useful to he{p children invent the s*ory for
themselves Jus* b_(j /oo/eing at the Pic*ures‘ In week 3 (this week) we will start our word books, these will have the
sounds in that we have learned so far. This s*age in the reading scheme infroduces books with decodable words. To
decode and read the words in the books, we will be *eaching the children the process of b/ena/ing; this is a process of
saying the sounds in a word and then b/ena/ing them *ogeﬂwer fo make the word c-a-t It would be beneficial fo use
this process at home whilst reading as well Some of the books also use repe*htion of fric/ey words that the children
will sigH read (words that cannot be sounded out) encouraging your child to remember words that Hwey have seen

% before.

You can discuss the s*ory and /oic*ures; talk about what 7Lhey liked best about the s*ory, how the characters migH be
fee/ing, why Hﬁngs migH have ha,gpeneo/ and what migH ha/open next before Hyey turn the page. Reaa/ing regu/ar/y

rea//g does make a difference and will he/lv your child make progress. We change books on a Monda}j and a Thursda_cj
if fhey have been read. We encourage children fo re-read books 1o deve/olo confidence and say that it is best fo re-

read 3 times over. There is space for you fo wrife any comments from the reading that your child is doing at home.
This is rea//y he#n(u/ for us to know how H,ey are geHing on at home and so that we know when to change them.

S ?



A Sharing Book (S?LOI“_(/ book):
Your child will not be able to read this on their own. This book is for You both to read and enjoy foge#ner. In order

fo encourage your child fo become a /ife/ong reader, it is imlpor*an* that Hyey learn fo read for ’n/easure. The
sharing book is a book H)ey have chosen for you fo er_ljoy *ogefher. Please remember that you shouldnt expecv‘ your
child 1o read this alone. Read it to or with them. Discuss the Pic*ures, ery'oy the s*or_tj, Predic* what migH happen

next use different voices for the characters, exp/ore the facts in a non-fiction book The main Hn'ng is that You
have fun!

A Libmry Book:
You will also receive an alplp/icaﬁon form from our local /ibrary bus, which visits the school every other Thursday‘

This form is o 0’/9/9/_‘/ for a /ibmry card Once your child has their card, H;ey will be able fo borrow books from the

/ibmr_lj bus c/uring its visits. Libmry books can be easi/i,/ identified by a //'brary note inside the book. *

Phonics Sound Book
On Mona/ay, we will start fo learn our letters and sounds using our Little Wandle scheme; this involves /earning fo

read and wrhte Ln" SOUHC/S a wee/e. /Vl PhOHiCS *he main SOMHdS 07[- Eng//sh are faugﬁnt, VlO?L 7%2 a%habe* /eHers. AS 7%6

sounds are faugﬁnl, Hwey are stuck info a Sound Book that will be /orougﬁnt home. If Ipossib/e, P/ease 90 Hvrough the
Sound Book with your child re_qu/ar/y—/omc*ising reao/ing and wrhting the sounds.

Phonics Home Learning Booklet
You will also find a home /earning booklet in your child's book bag from next week. This booklet shows the Iphonics

sounds we will be /earning each week. Sharing this /earning at home he//as children feel proua/ of their achievements,

encourages their cur/'oshty, and makes /earning even more exchting‘

% Qur TolyiL-'

This term, our folpic is ‘Tales from the Harvest, where we will be exp/oring Autumn. The children will learn about
seasonal changes, farming in the Autumn, and what halnpens in nature at this fime of year, inc/uding hiberna*ing
animals. While we have this overall theme, we also follow the childrens inferests and curiosities, weaving these into
our wee/e/y /eorrning. This a/oproach he//os fo create a rich and engaging environment where /earning feels meaningfu/
and exci?‘ing.

In addition fo our 7Lolpic, we will celebrate a wide range of seasonal and re/igious festivals eroughou* the year,

inc/uo/ing Diwali, Harvest, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Easter, and Holi

Qur routine: )%{

We start off each morning on saying hello and *a//eing about the day ahead with calendar Ipig. We falk about what
date it is, what a/ory of the week is it the month and what the weather is like. We use this months of the year

SOV)g 7LO S/Hg OIIOV)g 7LO: H?‘psf//wwwyou*ube‘cow/wa*ch?v=Fe%nW€sz/e

Qur o/ays of the week song is fo the theme tune of the Adams fami/y/ (Just in case you wanted o have a go at
singing at home oo )



We then start our phonics and learn our new sound of the a/ay and prac*ice our wrifing and reaa/ing. After this we have
p/ay time with the rest of the school and come back in for s*ory time and to do our Maths or Lh‘emcy lessons (we
alfernate these ofays). We also have Discovery Time woven 1%roughoml our morning- these are slpecia/ Famls of our o/ay
where children choose their own activities and exlo/ore in our classroom and outdoor areas. It is child-led /earning, which

means the children decide what 7%8_[! would like to do, while adults join n, suPPor*, and extend their /earn/'n_q.

In the afternoons:
In the afternoons we focus on our *olpic /earning and also have ln/em‘y of Discovery Time. We also have wee/e/_lj RE. PSED,
Forest School and Music sessions, where children exp/ore different faiths, traditions, and celebrations, and enjoy singing,
rhyv%m, and music—ma/eing activities. These sessions he40 the children connect their /earning across the curriculum while

deve/oping cremlivhty and Mno/ersvlana/ing of the world around them.

Personal, Social & Emotional Deve/opmemL (PSED)
PSED stands for Personal Social and Emotional Deve/opmemt. In Recelpfion, we focus on he/lping children understand their

fee/ings, build re/afionships, and learn fo work and /n/ay coolnem*ive/y with others.
We have /ove/y circle fimes each day where children can share their Hwough?ts, talk about their fee/ings, and listen to
others. In addition, we have these Wee/e/y focused PSED sessions where we exlp/ore spech(ic fopics. This term, we are
/eo/rning about "Me and MH Re/mtionshi/as. " These sessions he//o children deve/ola confidence, emlgafhy, and social skills in a

suppor?tive and nur*uring environment.

Forest School
Each week, children will 1ake Inar* in Forest School sessions with Mrs Wilson. They will exp/ore nature, observe seasonal
chomges, and J‘oin in activities such as den—bui/ding, coo/eing on the fire, and using fools sm(e/y. These sessions are a

wonderful way fo build curioshly, confidence, and feamwork.

We are so F/easeo/ fo see the childrens enthusiasm as Hmey begin their school Journe_lf Thank you for your suplpor*—
*oge?%er, we will make this a joyfu/ and exci*ing first year at school

Best wishes,
Miss Gill




