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Newsletter No 11 – July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of another fantastic year at Hindon School, I wanted to take a moment to 
celebrate everything we've achieved together and to say a huge thank you to you all. 

What a Year It's Been! 

I'm so proud of every single one of our pupils. This year, they've shown incredible dedication, 
resilience and creativity in everything they've done. From tackling new challenges in the 
classroom to throwing themselves into our extracurricular activities, they’ve truly shone. 

We've had such wonderful experiences together as a school community. Our delightful nativity 
performance was a joyful celebration at Christmas and the Year 5 and 6 residential trip was a real 
highlight. Seeing all the children grow in confidence and independence has been brilliant to 
witness. We've developed our music provision, expanded our after-school sporting activities, and 
taken part in various sporting events and competitions. The children have also learnt important 
life skills through initiatives like online safety, walk safe, and rail safe awareness.  

It was a real honour to welcome the High Sheriff of Wiltshire to sample our excellent home-
cooked food – a testament to our fantastic cook. We've also developed our wellbeing offer, 
introducing ELSA support for pupils who need it, and of course, we've celebrated our favourite 
enrichment activities such as sports day, welly walks, and World Book Day. 

Thank You, Parents and Carers 

None of this would be possible without your amazing support. Your partnership with our staff 
creates the nurturing environment where your children can truly thrive, both academically and 
personally. Whether it's supporting homework, attending events, or simply having those 
important conversations at home about school life, you make such a difference. Thank you. 

Our dedicated teachers and staff have worked tirelessly throughout the year, and I know they're 
incredibly grateful for your encouragement and collaboration too. 

Thank you to the Friends of Hindon School 

The Friends’ have worked so hard throughout this year to improve our school grounds, to raise 
money and to create fun events for pupils and their parents. We are very thankful for all that you 
do and look forward to working with you all in the new academic year. 

Thank you to our volunteers 

We are so grateful to the volunteers who come into school to support us in different ways, so a 
huge thank you goes to our parent toast makers and our volunteer readers who give up their time 
to enhance the experience for our children. 
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Goodbye and Hello 

A special mention goes to our Year 6 pupils who are moving on to the next stage of their education. 
What an incredible journey you've had with us! We're so proud of the young people you've 
become, and we know you'll do brilliantly in your new settings. Good luck – we'll miss you, but we 
can't wait to hear about all your future successes. 

At the same time, we're delighted to welcome our new Reception children who've already enjoyed 
their transition days this term. It's been lovely getting to know you, and we're so excited to see you 
join us properly in September! 

Looking Ahead 

We're already planning some exciting new initiatives for next year to enhance our curriculum, 
learning environment and support for children. There's lots to look forward to, and I'm really 
looking forward to being here in September and continuing this journey together with you all. 

For now, though, I hope you all have a wonderful, restful summer break. Spend time together, 
make memories, stay safe and recharge those batteries. I’m looking forward to welcoming 
everyone back in September, ready for another brilliant year. 

Best wishes, 

Simon Watkins 

Interim Headteacher 

 

Parent survey 

Thank you to everyone who has already completed our parent survey. Your feedback is incredibly 
valuable and helps us continue to improve our school. 

If you haven't yet completed the online survey, there's still time! We can also see that there are a 
few survey responses started but not completed so if you started a response, we would be 
grateful if you could take a couple of minutes to complete it. 

The survey will remain open until close of play on Tuesday 21st July. It only takes a few minutes 
to complete, and your views really do make a difference in shaping our school's priorities and 
improvements. We really appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts with us. 
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Staffing Arrangements for September 

We're pleased to share our teaching arrangements for the new academic year: 

Class Teachers: 

• Robins (Year R/1): Mrs Kingston and Mrs J  
• Owls (Year 2/3): Miss Hall 
• Kingfishers (Year 4/5/6): Miss Green 

 

Teaching Assistants: We're making an improvement to how our teaching assistants operate. 
Rather than being fixed to one class, Mrs Johnson and Miss Lockett will have responsibility for 
supporting where required across the school and delivering targeted interventions. This approach 
means we can respond quickly to individual learning needs and provide small-group support 
tailored to what pupils need at any given time. Mrs Johnson will also be able to continue her 
excellent and supportive Well-Being and ELSA work with children. 

A Special Thank You to Mrs Wilson: We want to give a huge thank you to Mrs Wilson, who has 
been an invaluable member of our teaching team for the past 4 years. During this time, Mrs Wilson 
has taught classes, planned and delivered sessions, and provided dedicated support to 
countless pupils. Her commitment and flexibility have made a real difference to our school 
community. 

The wonderful news is Mrs Wilson is not leaving us! Instead, she will be focusing on her forest 
school passion. Mrs Wilson will be in school one day a week to ensure that all pupils continue to 
receive a forest school session once a week. While we'll miss seeing her in the classroom, we're 
delighted that she'll continue to share her expertise and enthusiasm for outdoor learning with our 
children. 

Also a Special Thank You to Mrs Ellerby: We also want to give a huge thank you to Mrs Ellerby 
our SENCO. She has been working with us this year on a secondment arrangement from a 
neighbouring school. We're incredibly grateful for the expertise and dedication she has brought 
to Hindon School during her time with us. She will be returning to her home school at the end of 
this academic year to continue her important work there. 

Welcoming Mrs Yeomans: I'm delighted to announce that we have successfully recruited Mrs 
Yeomans as our permanent new SENCO, who will be joining us in September 2026. Mrs Yeoman 
currently works in a specialist SEND role for the county and brings a wealth of experience and 
expertise to our school. 

During the summer, Mrs Yeomans will meet with our current SENCO for a comprehensive 
handover, review all existing support plans and provision and familiarise herself with our pupils 
and their individual needs. 



  
Hindon Primary School 

‘Where happy children learn’ 

  
 

 
Interim Head Teacher: Mr S. Watkins         Chair of Governors: Mr R. Bryson 

Hindon Primary School, School Lane, Hindon, Salisbury, SP36EA 
Tel: 01747 820260 E-mail: admin@hindonce.wilts.sch.uk 

We're confident that Mrs Yeomans will be an excellent addition to our team and look forward to 
introducing her to you all. If you have any questions about this change, please don't hesitate to 
contact the school office. 

Meeting Your Child's Teacher: Parents and carers are welcome to meet their child's new teacher 
at drop-off or pick-up, or at Teacher Tuesday (first Tuesday of the month). Our first Teacher 
Tuesday will be on 6th October. 

Multi-sport club 

We're delighted to announce that our popular Key Stage 2 multi-sports club will be continuing 
next term. 

The club will now run on Tuesdays (previously on Monday) with the same great coach Oli, 
continuing to lead the sessions. 

The club has been a huge hit with our KS2 pupils (years 3-6), giving them the chance to try different 
sports, develop new skills, and stay active in a fun and supportive environment.  

You are able to sign up for it on Scopay now. 

Ashmolean Trip 

Woodpeckers class headed off to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford a few weeks ago to explore 
the many ancient Greek artefacts on display. They toured the museum looking at how people from 
that time produced artwork and the lifestyles that they lived.  

The children got to handle different objects from that time and investigate how they were made. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the day and it really brought their topic learning to life.  
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Greek Feast 

It was lovely to see so many parents in school for our Greek feast; the Woodpeckers children 
worked hard on their menu planning, food preparation, cooking and getting the hall ready for the 
feast. There was a lovely atmosphere and such positive feedback from parents who completed 
some lovely restaurant reviews! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studland Beach Trip 

Last week the whole school headed off to Knoll Beach on the Studland peninsula for our end of 
term trip. The children were very excited and enjoyed a few hours of playing in the sand and having 
a safe paddle in the sea. Some amazing sandcastles were made and we had lots of water breaks 
and time in the shaded areas we created.  

We received lots of compliments from other beachgoers who commented on how delightfully 
behaved our children were, we are always proud of our school when we go out and about on trips. 
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Forest School  

What a year of weather! From seemingly endless mud to enduring heat, we’ve watched the wild 
area change through the year. This dry spell has meant we’ve swapped fire lighting skills for more 
mindful, slow activities like cyanotype pictures and nature tickets - making pictures from the 
small details of nature.  
 
We’ve made clay wild things, boats and hearts and spent time lying in the cool of the hammock. 
Wild food is always on the agenda and we’ve been identifying and sampling ground elder, nettle 
seeds and cleavers (sticky weed) juice and flavoured water.  
 
We’ve had some wonderful bug hunts and the highlight must of course be our rare Marsh fritillary 
butterfly find. Finally, we’ve had a good tidy up and reset of the Wild Area, ready for it to rest over 
the summer. I can’t wait to see what next year will bring! 
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Swimming update 

We are pleased to share some exciting updates about our swimming provision for next academic 
year. From September 2026, we'll be swimming at Port Regis School, which will give us access 
to excellent facilities. Alongside the pool, we'll also have use of their fully equipped gymnasium. 

Swimming will continue to be on Wednesdays, but we're moving to afternoon sessions rather 
than morning ones. Don't worry about pick-up times – we'll be back at school in plenty of time for 
normal collection and taxi arrangements. 

Swimming is an important part of the National Curriculum, teaching children to swim 
competently, confidently and proficiently over at least 25 metres, use a range of strokes 
effectively, and perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations.  

The school has previously heavily subsidised the cost of swimming lessons. However, due to 
rising costs, we're no longer able to subsidise to the same extent as before. As a result, in 
September swimming charges will increase from £24 per term to £29 per term. 

We understand that any increase in costs can be challenging for families. If you're concerned 
about meeting these costs, please don't hesitate to get in touch with the school office in 
confidence to discuss what support might be available. 

In order to allow our new Reception children the time to settle in at school, they will not 
participate in swimming initially. 

We're really looking forward to using these enhanced facilities and know the children will enjoy 
the new arrangements. If you have any questions about the new swimming provision, please don't 
hesitate to get in touch with the school office. 

School Lunches  

We have maintained the price of our school lunches for over ten 
years, but with ever increasing food and energy prices the time has 
unfortunately come where we need to review the costs. As a result of 
that review, the daily cost of hot school lunches will be increasing 
slightly in September to £2.95 per child.  

We hope that you understand this necessary increase, it will allow us 
to maintain the same standard of high-quality ingredients, meals 
made from scratch and local shopping wherever possible. This 
increase does not affect those children who are entitled to free 
school meals.  
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Farewell to Brambles, hello to the next chapter 

We say Farewell to Nicky and Kay and the Brambles team as they close their setting at the end of 
term, we have enjoyed having them on site and wish them all the very best for the future. As you 
know, Mrs Johnson has exciting plans for the cabin and garden and she will be working hard over 
the summer to set things up.  

Having an on site after school and holiday club will be hugely beneficial for our school and we 
look forward to seeing it up and running.  Keep an eye on ClassDojo for updates from Mrs Johnson. 

World Cup Fever 

The children have been very interested in the World Cup; over a month ago, 
all of the children picked a World Cup participant out of a hat and have been 
following their team throughout the tournament. Every day the children 
excitedly update the charts on the wall and discuss their team progress or 
exit! 

Of course there was a little disappointment last week when England didn’t 
make it through, buoyed slightly by their performance yesterday in the 3rd 
place play-off! 

 

This focus on the World Cup has been fun, but there has also been so 
much learning from it as well. The children have been excitedly 
researching their country, looking at the geography, language, culture 
and foods and excitedly discussing it with their friends. Some children 
have even learning to count to ten in the language of their country! 
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Flower Show & Scarecrow Competition 

Hot off the press from the Hindon Flower Show which took place at the weekend, we are delighted 
to tell you that our brilliant Year 6 scarecrow won joint first prize in the children’s competition, a 
huge well done to the Year 6 pupils who worked so hard on it.  

Lots of Hindon School children made entries for the show and there were some first, second and 
third prizes awarded to our pupils. Mrs Johnson held a special assembly today where their little 
certificates and envelopes of prize money were handed out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Cassel 

Congratulations to Mrs Cassel and her husband Aaron on the birth of 
their son Rory Luke Cassell, a little brother for Jimmy. Rory was born 
on 9th July, welcome to the world Rory, we can’t wait to meet you.  
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Wiltshire Family Hubs Support 

Sam Lush, who is the local Family Hub Navigator will be at Tisbury Library on Tuesday 4th August 
between 10 and 12. Sam will be running a Lego making activity for children, alongside an 
opportunity for parents to talk to her about support and activities that are happening locally. 

The Wiltshire Family Hubs Support service are also running a number of online sessions over the 
summer holidays, see information below for details: 

They still have spaces left on our TOFP (Time out for Parents) – programmes for July – 
September 2026. Virtual sessions are delivered by using MS Teams.  (Families will be offered 
support to join if needed). These are relaxed and non-judgmental workshops where we share 
tools and strategies for family life, and where parents and carers are encouraged to share their 
experiences and challenges. We also signpost and share information on other services and offer 
families 1:1 opportunities to discuss further support needs with our facilitators.  
  
  

• Early Years Programme is for Parents/Carers of children aged 0-5 years 
  

• Primary Years programme is for Parents/Carers of children aged 5-11 years  
  

• Dads Programme is for Parents/Carers of children aged 3-16 years   
  

• Children with Additional Needs is for Parents/Carers of children with additional needs 
aged 3-12 years, a diagnosis is not required 
  

• Teens is for Parents/Carers for children and young people aged 12-18 
  

• Teens with Additional Needs is for Parents/Carers of children and young people with 
additional needs aged 12+ years, a diagnosis is not required 

 
https://wiltshirefamilyhubs.org.uk/programmes/ 
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Dates for your diary 
 

July   
Tuesday 21st July - home clothes 
today 

Last Day of Term – fun activities Picnic lunch  

Wednesday 22nd July  TD Day for staff No children in school  
September   
Tuesday 1st September TD Day for staff  
Wednesday 2nd September TD Day for staff  
Thursday 3rd September Children back to school today  
Monday 7th September Mr, G music In school 
Wednesday 9th September Oysters Coppice Y 3 & 4 No swimming for these 

two year groups 
Wednesday 9th September Swimming starts @ Port Regis Reception children not 

swimming this term  
Monday 21st September CAHMS Parent session – 

Supporting your child with worries 
1.15-3.15 pm in the school 
hall 

October   
Tuesday 6th October Teacher Tuesday  3.00-3.30pm 
Friday 23rd October Last day of term  
November   
Monday 2nd November TD Day, no children in school  
Tuesday 3rd November  First day of term  
December   
Thursday 10th December Pantomime  More details to follow 
Friday 18th December Last Day of Term  
January 2027   
Monday 4th Jan TD Day for staff  
Tuesday 5th Jan Children back to school today   
July 2027   
Wed 21st July  TD Day for staff  
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