HINDON CE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL
St. Mary’s and St John'’s

Religious Education Policy

Religious Education is unigue in the school cwriculum in that it is neither a core suhbject nor a foundation subject
but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the
National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’

Hindon CEVA Primary School is o Chwrch of England Voluntary Aided School and the provision of RE must bhe in
accordance with the Trust Deed of the School and will be Christian in nature. However, we understand that an
important area of Fundamental British Values is to develop mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and heliefs.
At Hindon School, as part of the British, multi culture society in which we all live, we helieve that it is important for
The Governors in consultation with the Head teacher have decided to adopt Discovery RE supported by
Understanding Christianity as a means of supporting and developing Religious Education learning and
understanding at Hindon School.

Intent

At Hindon School, within our Christion ethos, owr intent is that Religious Education will:

wrong, and what it means to be human. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity,
other principal religions, and religious truditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection
and spiritual development

. WWWQWMMW(WMWQrwWWmW) in the light of
msuannaLchLscuaLeﬂmw and to express their responses. ThA&alschuLd&reswmwanwdmwuum
or extremist narrutives
communities and as glohal citizens in a diverse society
challenge prejudice

e prompt pupils to consider their responsihilities to themselves and, to others, and to explore how they might
contribute to their communities and to- wider society. It encowruges empathy, generosity and compassion.

o develop a sense of awe and wonder and mystery

e promote an understanding of Fundamental British Values and our school Christian Values

Spiritual, Morul, Social and Cultwral development

Section 78 (1) of the 2002 Education Act states that all pupils should follow o balanced and hroudly hased
sotiety, and prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsihilities and experiences of later life’. Learning abhout and
Jrom religions and heliefs, through the distinct knowledge, understanding and skills contained in RE within a broad-
hased curriculum, is essential tor achieving these aims. Exploring the concepts of religion and, helief and their roles in
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RE plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong leamning. It helps children

Implementation

RE wherever possible is linked to- our Curriculum Drivers; Explore the present, Investigate the past and Create the
Juture. Based on Discovery RE topic units, together with themes from Understanding Christianity, Religious
Education at Hindon School develops, extends and promotes thinking and understanding of world religions and
heliefs hased on a secure knowledge of Christianity. Understanding Christianity enables pupils to understand
religious concepts from a purely Christian point of view, to understand that some people helieve that Christianity,
helps them to be kind and understanding of others and that some people challenge Christianity from a scientific
pmnto;@vwv\r Discovery RE encournges pupils to investigate o range of worldwide religions, celebrations, faiths and
RE Ls/plunmd/ﬂorourmbxed,agzdussz& on a rolling programme. EYFS teach RE over One Year, KS1 two year and
KS2 four years and is taught either weekly af by unit of work. Where possible RE is linked to topics.

Impact

In line with the schools Assessment Policy, RE will be assessed at the end of each unit of work through a quiz and,
essay. RE will he timetabled so that the school can fulfil its legal obligations to teach RE regularly and pupils can
make good, progress. Governor monitoring will enswre that RE is effectively managed and that standords and,
achievement in RE and the quality of the provision are effective.

The right of Withdrawnal, from, RE
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questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or there are issues related to religion that arise in other subjects
such as history or citizenship.
We would ask any parent considering this to contact the head teacher to discuss any concemns or anxieties ahout

e  The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE lessons are awure of the
RE syllabus (see Long term Plans on Wehsite) and that it is relevant to all pupils and respects their own

e The school will review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents.
e The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents. No reasons need be given.

e Parents have the right to choose whether or not to- withdrow their child from RE lessons without influence
Jrom the school.

e If pupils are withdrawn from RE lessons, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not to provide
additional teaching or to incwr extra cost. Pupils will usually remain on school premises.
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e Where a pupil has been withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements to be made for RE of the
kind the parent wants the pupil to receive. This RE could be provided at the school in question, or the pupil
could be sent to- another school where suitable RE is provided if this is reasonahbly convenient.

e If neither approuch is pructicable, outside arrangements can he made to provide the pupil with the kind, of
RE that the parent wunts, and the pupil may he withdraown from school for o reasonahble period of time to
allow them to attend this external RE.

e Outside arrangements for RE are allowed as long as the LA is satisfied that any interference with the pupil’'s
attendance at school resulting from the withdrawal will affect only the start or end of a school session.
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