Top tips for supporting phonics learning at home:
In the Little Owls class we use the Little Wandle scheme of learning which uses a multi-sensory approach where each letter sound is introduced with fun actions, stories and songs.
You can find some useful videos here of how we teach our phonics:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
[bookmark: _GoBack]
We teach the letter sounds in 7 groups of 6 letters at a pace of 4-5 sounds a week. Children can start reading after the first group of letters have been taught.
Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, l,
Set 6: ff, ll, ss, j
Set 6: v, w, x, y
Set 7: z, zz, qu
Consonant digraphs:  ch, sh, th, ng, nk
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er

1. Saying sounds correctly 
This is really important when you are helping your child to learn the sounds. Just remember not to add an 'uh' to the end of the consonant sounds – so say 'mmm' not 'muh', 'lll' not 'luh', etc. because then later it’s easier to blend the sounds together to make words.
If you’re not sure then use your child’s sound book to hear how to say each sound.
2. Linking sounds to letters 
Encourage your child to make a link between the sound and the written letter shape. Start with the sounds in your child’s name and then look out for them in signs. The sound m in McDonalds is always a good starting point too!
3. Sounds represented by more than one letter (digraph)
Some sounds are represented by more than one letter such as 'sh' in ship, 'ch' in chat, 'th' in thin, 'qu' in quick and 'ng' in sing. When you’re out and about point out examples of these to your child too. You might see them in posters, signs, or leaflets.
4. Practise, practise, practise 
Build up knowledge of the letters and sounds quite quickly with your child and keep practising so that it becomes automatic. Keep reminding ‘Do you remember when we were talking about the sound 'ch'...?’, or ‘Oh look! There’s a big 't' (sound) on that poster!’.
5. Putting sounds together to read simple words 
Say the sounds 'c-a-t' to read cat, 'sh-o-p' to read shop and' s-t-r-ee-t' to read street. If your child gets stuck and is struggling to blend the sounds, say the sounds yourself, quickly, until your child can hear the word!
Only beginner readers need to sound out every word as they read all the time. But, they will still need to work out new and long words.
6. Tricky words 
Some everyday words in English have tricky spellings and can’t be read by blending. Imagine trying to read the word 'said' or 'does' by blending each letter! These are sometimes called high frequency tricky words, words just have to be learned by sight and flashcard-type games are a good way to practise these.
7. Reading books 
Listen to your child read daily. If your child stumbles on a word, encourage them to sound it out. We will be sending home decodable books. This means the books contain mostly words that children can read by sounding out to get them off to a good start with independent reading. After your child has read a page, you can read it aloud again, to make sure that the story is enjoyed and understood.
8. Using pictures 
Pictures are great for sharing and talking about a story (which is really important too!) but don’t encourage your child to use pictures to guess the words that they don’t already know.
9. Writing letters 
Support your child how to write the letters as the letter sounds are learned. We will be sending home a sound book where the children will be able to practise these letters at school then can share with you at home too. This will show you the sounds as they are learnt. It will also include the actions to the sounds that the children are learning which helps them to remember each one.
10. Books books books ... 
Lots and lots of books! Carry on sharing and reading lots and lots of stories and information books to and with your child. Spread the joy of reading, promote a love for reading and expose children to vocabulary beyond their reading ability.
11. Praise and hugs! 
Most importantly, remember that your child will learn much faster with encouragement, praise and hugs.
Useful videos and songs:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2dx65u59aw = Phase 2 tricky words
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri4u0TjAZ38 =Phase 3 tricky words
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4 = Phase 4 tricky words

Learning these through songs helps strengthen memory skills. The aim is to get families singing so that the sounds and words will become very familiar to the children and in time will know them off by heart.



